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OPPOSITION MP Dr Bhoe Tewarie

says there is a 'big discrepancy'

between the thousands that

Finance Minister Colm Imbert said

received grants and the reality of

hurt being experienced by those

in need.In his mid-year budget

review in Parliament yesterday, at

the Red House, Port of Spain, 

 

Imbert said some 47,000 persons

who lost their jobs or part of their

income due to Covid-19 received

grants from the State.Tewarie was

the first Opposition responder to

Imbert in the debate on the motion

to adopt the Second Report of the

Standing Finance Committee on

Supplementation of Appropriation

for fiscal 2020 at the Parliament

sitting yesterday.

 

He said he has been bombarded

with WhatsApp messages from

his constituents expressing anger
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and frustration about not getting the grants.'Based on our experiential knowledge of

people who have applied for these grants and have not received anything, I find a big

discrepancy between the numbers mentioned by the Minister of Finance and the number

of people who are complaining about not receiving those grants,' he said. Tewarie said he

doesn't know what problem was causing the non-delivery of grants, but he questioned if it

is related to implementation and issues with processing.

 

The Caroni Central MP said he is not casting aspersions on the minister's numbers but the

complaints they got means there is a problem.'I am saying based on experiential knowledge

on the field and people complaining about these things, that there has to be a problem of

delivery of the services to the people,' he said.'People send me WhatsApp (messages)

asking about the grant. They are so frustrated that they would say something that they

would not ordinarily say because they are so angry,' he said, adding some have been

waiting in vain for up to six weeks.Public Service bureaucracy.

 

Tewarie further questioned whether the loans to be made available to small businesses are

being accessed.He said the whole point of this is to ensure the liquidity of banks is passed

on to businesses who suffered with cash flow because of Covid.He added the VAT (value

added tax) refunds and tax rebates are not a 'gift' from the Government but what was

owed to the people.Tewarie said there is a $300 million Government guarantee for small

businesses, an arrangement with First Citizens.He questioned how persons who bank with

other banks would have access to this as he called for clarity on how the process would

work.He said the most efficient and effective customer-friendly way should be utilised.

 

'I hope, Madam Speaker, that this is not an instance in which I am applying for a loan that

is guaranteed by Government and administered by FCB, that I am going to have to send my

documents for approval to the Ministry of Finance first before it gets to the bank,' he said.

Tewarie said to put that layer of Public Service bureaucracy in this process is to celebrate

the death of the economy and small businesses.He asked whether monies that have been

given to the credit union are being passed on to people who are coming for these loans.He

said there is need for the numbers to be provided to determine whether it is passed on to

those in need.Tewarie said it is only if people receive their $1,500, or whatever their grant

is, it would make a difference in the economy on the demand side.
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He questioned the

$2.7 billion

supplemental

appropriation, saying

the bulk of the

allocations are not

Covid-related.He said

the loans payment for

UdeCOTT is not

Covid-related.
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'When you look at the $100
million for upgrade of the
ANR Robinson Airport, you
cannot call that a Covid-
related expense,' he said.He
said the national security
allocation of $177 million could
not be a Covid-related
expense.Tewarie said out of
the $2.7 billion, only $719
million is Covid-related.




